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edge, and that the guiding spirit was Jacob Thompson,
of Mississippi, Secretary of the Interior. The chief man-
ager in Kansas was John Calhoun, the president of the
convention, who had been designated also as the canvass-
ing officer of the election returns under the submission
clause.

Buchanan was not admitted to the secret of the con-
spiracy until the deed was done. He had committed him-
self both verbally and in writing to the submission of the
whole constitution to the people for ratification or re-
jection. He had pledged himself in this behalf to Governor
Walker, who had pledged himself to the people of Kansas.
Walker kept his pledge, but Buchanan broke his. He sur-
rendered to the Cabinet cabal and made the admission of
Kansas under the Lecompton Constitution the policy of
Ms administration. It proved to be his ruin, as an earlier
breach of promise had been the ruin of Pierce.

Walker exposed and denounced the whole conspiracy
and resigned the governorship, the duties of which de-
volved upon F. P. Stanton, the secretary of the territory,
a man of ability and integrity, who had been a member
of Congress from Tennessee. Stanton called the legis-
lature in special session. The legislature declared for a
clause for or against the constitution as a whole, to be
voted on at an election to be held January 4, 1858.
Stanton was forthwith removed from office by Buchanan,
and John A. Denver was appointed governor to fill Walk-
er's place.

The stand taken by Douglas in reference to the Le-
compton Constitution before the meeting of Congress, and
the doubts and fears excited thereby in the minds of the
leading Republicans of Illinois, are indicated in private
letters received by Trumbull in that interval, a few of
which are here cited:ot desire a submission
